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“The present consoildation of Afﬁean states within

former colonial .borders runs counter to much. of what

had been predicted and desired during colonial era. it
was widely assumed that as ‘soon as Africans ‘came to
freedom they would sweep . aside the abrbitrary

boundaries imposed by ‘imperialists which cut_across
tibes and override “the dictates of- geography and.
econoftiics.. The continent had been partitioned to meet.

colonlal- ‘convenience, but it would be reshaped 1o

- reallze 'lts natural contours and retum to its natural

essnce¢” .

‘Erasing colonial imposed lines between- Ethiopia- and
Ertrea will surely restore the natural contour and

essence of this ancient region. -
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4. Border dema tion with E#l
' ' nestion of Assab

November 18, 3007%"

" We - heard - the disturbing ' new _ "i':lyv that

Ethiopian- authorities  are -poised - to sign -a border
delimitation and demarcation agreement based on
three treaties Emperor Menelik signed with Italian
colonial expansionists, affirming forever Eritrea’s
dominion over Assab ~ an Ethiopian sovereign territory
and its natural outlet to the sea. The negotiations
between the Ethiopian and Ertirian  anthorities on
border delimitation and demarcation have been
conducted in: such secrecy and stealth that would put
American radar evading fighter plane to shame. =~ -
Before we gathered our breath, the EPRDF signed
with Eritrea the most infamous -treaty Ethiopia has

ever been a party to. In quick succession the EPRDF
submitted to arbitration at the Hague and the Arbitral

This article originally appeared in the pro-government
newspaper on January 9, 2002, Addis Ababa. Dr. Yacob Haile-
Mariam was Department Head and Associate Professor of
Business Law and International Management at Norfolk State
University. The Ethiopian native was also a Senior Trial Attorney
at the UN International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda and later
Senior Legal Advisor at the UN, Cameroon and Nigeria Mixed
Commission. He resigned his post at the UN and ran for
Parliament where he was elected by a landslide. Dr. Yacob later
became. one (gf thf leadezi-a of the: popular Coelition for Unity and
Democracy (CUD] oppos tion party, whose overwhelming victory
at the rigged 2005 elections led to the arrest 6f CUD leaders by




Cmnmmonhaadeddownxtsdmmoninamattcrof
months. :

With- the msnamré df a' bordm' égreement Eritrea
becomes a state in eatnest; which heretofore was only

a concept, an idea or a stretch of some land north of
the Ethiopian territory of Tigray. This agreement puts |

Eritrea on the world map and wrongly awards it Assab

as its indisputable territory. Next to the Prime 4§

Minister’s letter to the OAU and the UN urging them
to  grant . reoogmtion to the former - Ethiopian
breal;away provmoe, " this agreement, .is-the - most
jmportant step in ‘the long struggle .of - the “TPLF

leadership -in its role as a midwife in the bl.rth of the . !

Eritrean State.
It was in the eleventh hour that the Ethxopmn

Minister of Foreign Affaris broached the subject on-the

border demarcation where in a long winded interview
where he said sweet nothing, he claimed that Ethiopia
was -awarded some territories - by the  Border
Commission. He avoided like a plague apparently in a
pere-arranged: agreement with the “interviewer” - the
most important issue in the boarder demarcation;
namely Ethiopia’s right of access to the sea through

the port of Assab and the right of self-detemﬂnat:on of ; J

the Red Sea Afars.
Without discussing Assab, the Foreign Ministr's

interview was much ado about nothing, Few things in &
recent memory have gripped the imagination and g
anxiety of the Ethiopian people as the frightening
prospect of loamg Assab and 'bemg landlocked. No

Ethiopian issue in recent mermory has galvanized the

otherwise fractious Ethiopian intellectuals with such

unprecedented unanimity.

‘Yot the Minister of Foreign Affairs had nothing to 4
say about Assab and Et.hmpms right of access to the ik
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‘sea. Whatever anybody says, however, the question of

-Assab is not going to be put to rest by mere signatures

of their “Excellencies” ‘Ato Meles and Mr. Isayas
followed by the obligatory bear hug. It would be
belaboring the obvious to dwell on the fact that
borders are sacrosanct for Ethiopians. Need we make
head-counts of lives lost at the Welwell, Dogali, the
Ogaden, Badme and innumerable other theatres of
war to show what the sanct.tty of borders means to
Ethiopians? -

For most Ethmpians, border demarcation with
Entrea is not whether Eritrea has made an incursionr
of & kilometer here or a kilometer there-though that is
important too. Border demarcation with Eritrea for
most Ethiopians is nothing more or nothing less than
ensuring Ethiopia’s right of access to the sea through
its own port of Assab, penod '

- After WW II, recognizing Ethiopia’s right of access
to the sea, the 5- nation UN mandated commission
that _convened to come up with measures ‘for the
disposition *. of Eritrea has underlined its
reoommendat‘non by clearly stating, that “Taking into

a that Ethxoma and Eritrea

. should: federate under the Ethiopian - Crown.”

Furthermore, in its recommendation; the Commission
had warmed, “The creation of a separate Eritrean State

_ entirely on its own would contain all elements

necessary to seriouuly prejudice the interest of peace
and security in East Africa now and in the future.”
This is a moot question now and obviously the fear is
unfounded.

At the Paris Peace Coni‘erence on September 24,
1945, among the many world leaders who gave
testimonials regarding Ethlopta’s right of access to the
sea, John Foster Dulles, heads of .the American
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Delegation, said, “to avert the Possibility of .(Efitrea)
being used at any time in the future as a base against
Ethiopia, and to give that state access to the sea, the
-eastern part of Eritea including Massawa: should be
incorporated into Ethiopia.” The British Delegate "Mr.
Mcnill also- said, “The territory. ceded to Ethiopia
should include the Danakil Coast, the port of Assab.”
The French and Italians said more or less the same
thing. Eventually by the Resolution of the United
Nations 390 (IV). Eritrea became federated- with
Ethiopia under the Ethiopian Crown. This is where

Ethiopia became the owner of two:Red Sea ports of

Aesab and Massawa. _ .

It is mind-boggling to learn any leader of a country
would ever accept illegal colonial treaties, which were
part and parcel of the same- .colonial scramble for
Africa, as a basis for boarder demarcation. Yet in the

same breath’ where EPRDF accepted colonial treaties

as. legitimate basis of border demarcation, the
Ethiopian Minister of Foreign Affairs ~rightly

condemned “maps that have been prepared by Italy, .
when  Eritrea was its colony, - [as] reflect :[ing] the o
unilateral interest of the colonial power, and could net -
serve as an authorized international boundary.”. (The '

Ethiopian Hearald, December 20, 2001, p.1}

_ Whether the acceptance of colonial treaties as’a
basis for the border demarcation is a case of bad -

advice or there is something more sinister lurking
under it, only time will tell Ethiopian scholars at

home and abroad dissected these so-called colonial

treaties in their legal, ‘historical, political and
demographic contexts and concluded:

These treaties, driven by, colonial ambition of Ital_-,r, i
were designed for the sole purpose of asphyxiating the
only free and sovereign' African State and the second
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?lack g‘fee nation with Hait. A treaty whose purpose is
Q0 subjugate a free people is inherently i
therefore null and void. ‘ v Hegal ' and
It is an established doctrine both at in i
_ \n _ ternational
and municipal law that if a party to an agreement

violates material intent or purpose of the agreetent,

hav.e legal existence. The theory of inheritance of
earlier government action by a subsequent one does
not_apply her_e. Therefore Eritrea neither enjoys any

" The Wichalle Treaty, which later was renegoti
1ty, cgotiated,
reserves the Debre Bizen Monastery in the outskirts of
Asmara along with its sister monasteries and large

choose those provisions that put Ethiopi

disadvantage? o }':‘ opia at a
AIII. t:hese' and many more facts could have been

ammunitions in the arsenal of arguments available to
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the Ethiopian authorities for reclaiming Assab and
environs. We implored, pleaded, coddied and begged
FPRDF leaders to assert Ethiopia’s right of access to
the sea. We pleaded with the EPRDF leaders to do no
less than the Americans, the UN, the British, the
French and others who at several forums
acknowledged and pressed Ethiopia’s right of access to

the sea through the port of Assab.
Even as late as April 2001 the Arbitration Tribunal

which awarded the Hanish Island to Yemen could not
categorically refer to Assab as Eritrean _territory.

Rather it said, “Assuming the Bay of Assalas Eritrean *

internal Waters.” Incidentally, Yemen was able to
retain its fishing rights on the waters around Hanish
_ Islands. Have Ethiopian authorities done even that

much about Assab? No, the position Ethiopian
authorities took is one of total capitulation and
abdication of responsibility. What was EPRDF’s
response to. our pleas, entreaties and appeals?
EPRDF’s response was to rub salt on our open wounds
by the Prime Minister Ato Meles Zenawi, making

unsolicited declaration and affirmation in front of the -

World press in Washington DC that Assab is Eritrean
territory. - _ : _

' The threat the EPRDF dangles before us is: if
Ethiopia refuses to sign- the border demarcation
agreement it will draw international ire in the form. of
economic sanctions, the banning of the Ethiopian
Airlines international flights, etc. This arguments is

hogwash because it has no basis in international law. - q

International sanctions are imposed for violation of
some tenet of international law or practice. While
customary and conventional laws may prohibit use or
threat of force for settling disputes between states,
there is no law which requires states to enter into
border demarcation agreements or sign friendship
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g‘ngat}es. What. is to be done? The obvious question at
S juncture is: what can citizens do at the 11% hour
of signing the border demarcation agreement?

The only thing we can do at this time is to make
yet a_another plea to the Prime Minister to desist from
signing arguably the most infamous treaty Ethiopia
has ever. been a party to-a treaty which may be
guaf‘antecd. by the U.N, the U.S., OAU and which ma
be impossible to ever undo. We should flood thz
offices of the Prime Minister, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and 1':he Speaker of the House with letters
faxes, e_-mazls, telephone calls denouncing .thz;'
igggnél;i;reaty. _Itfl;nothing else let them go to the

ony wi 1o X
signing o hands:V a cloud of illegitimacy hanging
The Ethiopian pecple must ex
the borfier demarcation 11::) the Unitegr;s;tizf:aﬁledot‘;:;
OAU. Bilence on such matters of overriding importance
may be cor.lstrued as agreement with the government’s
agtzon,_ wh.ac.h will shut off 85 million people from the
sea and divide Afar families and communities. It ma
be . foolhardy to expect the House of -Peofaleg:
R.epr?sent_atlves and the House of the Federation
dismissed by many as a rubber stamp of a party with
the exception of few patriotic elements, to expect,them
to .brgazc r_anks with the Executive and defend
Ethiopia’s interest. Miracles sometimes happen
thou_gh. This is the last and the only oppoprtuni 4
rescind the agreement. popriumily o
_The constitutional right of rejecti i
d:‘c;smns, v{hich is available to the ‘;-Igttlusleg oﬁi??::’
Reprcsgntat;ves, and the power of judicial revI;ew
vested in the House of Federation, are at present th .
only escape route out of the fetjers of the bordef‘
dgmarcahon agreemen{, which will seal off Ethiopia
from the sea. A. Article 55, sub-drticles 12, 17 and%S '
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of the Constitution empower the ?{ouse_ of Peo.ples'
Representatives to ratify or reject:. mternauafml
agreements concluded by the Executive or question
the Prime Minister or review the power thereuf. '_I‘he
house of peoples’ Representatives can therefore reject
the border demarcation agreement when it 1s
presented to it for ratification as being inimical to

Ethiopia’s interest. The agreement will then have no

binding force on Ethiopia.- | : o
* 'This is quite a common practice in democratic
countries as exemplified by the recent Cong::/essmnal :
rejection of the Kyoto Agreement which-Piésident .
Clinton had signed. Many such examples abound in
most democratic countries where the peoph?’s
representatives vot according to their conscience and
the interest of their nation rather than cowtowing the
party or government lines, which are one and the

same in Ethiopia.

In the Ethiopian Constitution, the House of ‘the
Federation doubles as a legislative and judicial body, a
rather curious mélange of constitutional authority for
a constitution which purports to separate the three
branches of Government. The House of the Federation,
under article 62, has the power to interpret the
Constitution-a function normally reserved for Supreme
Courts or constitutional Courts in other jurisdictions.
Through its interpretive power the HQuse qf _ the
Federation can rule Legislative or Executive decisions
as unconstitutional and therefore null and void
following the procedures set out by the constitution.

Nowhere in the constitution has the Exe.cutfwe
been given the power to cede any part of Ethiopian
territory to any country. The demarcation agreement
with Eritrea, which will forever bestow dominion over
Assah - an Ethiopian territory and its national outlet
to the sea — is above and beyond the authority granted
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to the Executive by the Constitution. The House of
Federation therefore has the duty of declaring such a
flagrantly illegal agreement null and void. The house of
Peoples’ Representatives also must reject the
agreement when it will be presented for ratification.
This may be one great opportunity for the
Representatives of both Houses to stand up and be
counted and with a stroke of a pen capture the hearts
of all Ethiopians which have so far been elusive to
them. Let us remind .them also the ceding any

- Ethiopian territory to any other country is a

treasonous act which cannot be erased by statute of-
limitation nor is parliamentary immunity a defense.
Conclusion 3
Assab in the hands of Eritrea will always be a
menace to peace for Ethiopia as well as for Eritrea
itself. Nobody can deny that Eritrean struggle for
secession from the day of its inception has enjoyed .
material ‘and diplomatic support of we know whe,
without whose support the secessions would. have
been a. pipe dream. It is not farfetched to think that
the piper may one day feel that she has to be paid, -
embroiling the horn of African in the Arab - lsraeli
conflict. In addition, since Eritrea has absolutely no
use for the port of Assab, it may pass it over to
enemies of Ethiopia providing yet another opportunity
for Assab to become a flash point for conflict. I can
also not imagine that any future generation of
Ethiopians will ever acquiesce to Eritrean annexation
of assab and let itself be asphyxiated. These .
statements should be construed as a plea for
banishing war from our region. We Ethiopians want to
live with our neighbors in peace and good
neighborliness, particularly with Britreans with whom
we are inextricably int&ftwined for the better or worse

‘a relationship which could be developed for mutual

229




benefit. The Eritrean and Ethiopian politicians who in
my view could not see beyond the tip of their noses
elected for separation.of a people which should never
“have been torn asunder. Though we do not know the
true sentiments of the Eritrean people regarding
separation, we wish them peace and prosperity
wherever they are. Nonetheless, we cannot afford to
allow ourselves to be landlocked and condemned to
perpetual poverty and approbation and cannot entrust
our security to even our kith and kin, Erirreans.
The ball is on the Eritrean court. For us

Ethiopians, access to the sea and the righfs of the Red"

Sea Afars hold the key to the bliss that may await
Ethiopia and Eiritrea. The Eritreans we hope will
understand the emotion, sense of anxiety and loss
Assab spells among Ethiopians, and we hope they will
* have the foresight and the maturity to see to it that this
useless piece of property for Eritrea, yet a life-line for
Ethiopia, will not forever be a wedge of hostility
between these two sisterly African nations. There are
myriad peaceful ways of incorporating Assab with
Ethiopia, which are equitable, fair and just to all
parties concerned. What is needed is goodwill on the
Eritrean side and a little more interest on the part of
the Ethiopian authorities to ensure that the largest
recently landlocked .country and yet the closest to sea
anywhere in the world, has an access to the sea as it
did for several millennia.
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“Ethiopia’s border with Eritrea is drawn in space” Ato
Issayas and he was right.
8y: Yacob Haile-Mariam (Dr.)

Mr'. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen

Attendants of conference of this nature would rather
have preferred a report on a subject researched with
detached objectivity. My role however here, is going to
be one of advocacy on behalf of my country-Ethiopia,
basing myself on international faw. | am here to make the
case of my country to her own sea port and the
preservation of the rights of the Afar people, rights so
callously thrown away by irresponsible Ethiopian leaders
who net even God knows where the loyalty of some of
them lies, as an opposition leader once surmised. This is
also a plea for durable peace and understanding in the
region, |

Fevs things in recent memory have gripped the
imagination and foreboding of the Ethiopian people as
the frightening prospect of being landlocked by the
decision of mediators who would give a hoot about the
security and prosperity of Ethiopia. | cannot recall in
recent memory any issue that has galvanized Ethiopians
everywhere as the guestion of Assab and the unification
of the Afars. The sheer xplume 9f'1iterature on Assab
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written by Ethiopians in and out of the country exceeds
any heretofore produced. The guestion of access to the
sea (perhaps couched as “sovereignty” of Ethiopia) mas}
have been one of the issues that precipitated a crisis
within the TPLF = which almost brought down the
government. These facts arg'indicati\'ie that the issue-of
Assab is going to bedevil Ethiopia for as long as it is not
settled fairly and judiciously. And it is not going to be put
to rest by a mere agreement between Melés™ éﬁd Issayas
followed by the obllga'go'ry_ bearhug.

From the perspective of Ethiopians there Is nothing
more to add to convince the EPRDF to assert Ethiopia’s
right of access to the sea through its own sea port.
EPRDF’s refusal does not come from the conviction that
Ethiopia has no right to the port of Assab, rather_'it Is due
to the nature of the EPRDF who has time again and
consistently demonstrated arrogance and contempt for
the wishes of the Ethiopian 'people_. At the moment the
EPRDF may be riding Ethiopla roughshod, but as
someone said, power is something tricky, first you use it
and then you abuse it and finally you lose it, -

Rarely have Ethiopians displayed such unity of
conviction as the belief that any settlement with Eritrea
through the good offices of the UN, which does not
Tecognize the unity and indivisibility of the Afars and not
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just Eihiopia’s right of access to the séa, but Ethiopia’s
ownership of the port of Assab and environs, is not worth
the paper it is written on. The right of the Afar people to
live under a system of their choice, is as important as it
was for Eritreas’ right of self-determination. As the saying
goes what is good for the goose may aiso be good for the
gander.

The EPRDF Government in flagrant defiance of the
wishes of the Ethiopian people may go through the
motions of signing any agreement it wishes, to appease
international donors for some crombs. However, any
agreement, which is not anchored on the wishes of the
people, will sooner or later be blown away like a chaff of
wheat in the wind. The sanctity and the sovereignty-of a
country cannot be signed away by a government, least of
all by a one party government, which holds monopoly of
power. Only the Ethiopian people through referendum
have the right to change the borders, particularly the
North, which has literally been soaked with the blood of
successive generations of Ethiopians who defended it. If
Ato Meles signs away Assab it will not only be a.
treacherous act which will rermiain recorded in the
Ethiopian history not only as “an act of infamy”, but also
as cowardice and criminal acte which may exact
consegquences if and when that ddy of reckoning arrive;s.
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There is however still time and opportunity for the
EPRDF to extricate itself from the precipitous course it is
following. Labeling Ethiopians who have raised the issue
‘of Assab as EPLF lackeys is a case of a kettle calling a pot
black. Such libelous cheap shot will not deter them from
pursuing Ethiopia’s interest until kingdom. come if
necessary.

If the EPRDF Government adamantly refuses-1o claim
Asseb, then it has one last escape route before handing
over Asseb to the EPLF in a silver.platter and carry the
stigma forever, as government which not only has helped
in the breaking up part of its country but also ensured
that it is also cut off from the sea . While international
law-mandates peaceful settlement of conflict between
belligerent states, there is no law, which requires
countries to demarcate their borders with their
neighbors théreby putting their security and
development,- possibly -their very survival in serious
jeopardy. International law also supports landiocked
countries to have' their own ports as long as they acquire
it by peaceful means. Whilé ! persist in my he'ief that the
céase fire currently in force should be observed
scrupulously by both Ethiopia and Eritrea, the Ethiopia
Government as the last resort should desist from signing
this ‘odious and inequitable agreement of border
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demarcation which cedes Ethiopia’s right of access to the
sea through its own sea port and does not remove the
iron curtain that has descended over the Afar people

Mr. Chairman Ladies and Gentlemen.

Asseb is not just a piece of real estate for Ethiopia .it is
the homeland of the first Ethiopians, it is the first line of
defense against our erstwhile and current enemies and
its loss completes our encirclement with the possibility of
being asphyxiated. ' '

while | do not want to rehash the many historical, legal
and geopolitical arguments so ably discussed and
elabarated upon by many of my Ethiopia compatriots,
suffice it here to say that on multiple legal grounds the
treaties Emperor Menelik conclude with Italians were
rendered invalid by the ltalians themselves and Ethiopia
exercised its right of abrogation .

These colonial treaties remained dead letters for more
than fifty years until the EPRDF dug them up and
resuscitated them. Never once were these treaties ever
mentioned at any time or at any forum, including at the,
time when the Commission established by the UN was
exploring the best means of disposing former Italian
colbnies, especially Eritrea. . The rationale for UN
Resolution 390(V} which recommend federation with

235




Ethiopia was “the wishes and the best means of

promoting the welfare of the inhabitants taking in to’

account the right and claims of Ethiopia besed on
geographical, historical, ethnic or economic rzason, in
particular Ethiopia,s legitimate need for adequate access
to the sea. Nowhere do the recommendations nor the
travaux preparatoire mention the treaties apparently
because the commission believed that the treaties had

been defunct for over fifty years. Though hls’fb:v is not-
Ato Issaya’s forte as he demonstrated it when he

characterized Eritrean and Ethiopia’s relationship as a
myth or “teret teret” he was quite correct through,
when he asserted that Ethiopia’s and Eritrea’s border is
drawn in space, meaning the colonial treaties never
demarcated the borders between Ethiopia and Eritrea.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and gentlémen

Ethiopia has the dubious distinction of being the
largest country in the world to be tand locked foliowed
by Uzbekistan with less than 20 million people. The
distance between the sea and the Ethiopian border
town of Mille is less than mere 60 kilometers, the
shortest distance between a iand locked country and the
sea anywhere in the world. Assab is absolutely of no
value to Eritrea while it is b Is a lifeline for Ethiopia.
Current experience as well as history and common sense
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point to the lack of sea shores as a substantial handicap
in economic and social development of the poorest
countries of the world. As the port is for exclusive use of
Ethiopia, Eritrea will have no interest in expanding the
infrastructure of the port to meet the needs of the
Ethiopian exports and imports. Even in recent years the
road from Mille to the port of Assab was repaired and
widened at tremendous cost to Ethiopia for which it is
reported that Ethiopia was sued for twenty five million
dollars by a French construction company who built the
road. The various charges which witt all be paid in hard
currency, will be big a burden on the Ethiopian
development. Moreover, Jand locking ninety million

- people when it is only within walking distance from the

sea is simply anathema to equity and fair play in
intérnational relations.

Despite the fact that Ethiopia’s right of access to the
sea through its own port of Assab is fully confirmed by
international Jaw and many nations are on record
conﬁrming the same which | quoted in other occasions,
the leaders of Ethiopia, took an incomprehensible
position and c¢hose not to lay a claim on a territory which.

rightly belongs to them. Their reasons may be found in

the logic of power of which Kenneth Galbraith said,
“Few things are as Jmmutab’Ie as the addiction of
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political groups to the ideas by which they have won an
office.” TPLF may have won office by force of arms in
‘Ethiopia with a ljttle help from their friends. But
appeasing Issayas time and agaiﬁ is like keeping
throwing meat to a lion hoping he -will become a
vegetarian,

The vexing question whether Ethiopia will lose its
outlet once an agreement guaranteed by the UN and or,
the US and others is signed needs to be addressed. Such
a compact of course puts Ethiopia', if not in an
untenable, at least in a very difficult position. However,
an agreement singed by the Ethiopian leaders which is
universally denounced by ali Ethiopians, except for some
EPRDF cadres whose loyalty to Ethiopia Is suspect at
best, an agreement which goes against the kernel of the
very fundamental right of survival of the body politic,
can be argued not to be binding,

Certain rights are so fundamental and necessary and
therefore cannot be derogated by an agreement or a
contract. An agreement where | have voluntarily
undertaken to have my hands cfzt off is unenforceable,
Such an agreement is repugnant to public policy, ergo
Invalid. By the same token any agreement entered into
by Ethiopian authorities which puts the body politic
(Ethiopia) in peril, which is over and beyond the power
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granted to them by the Constitution is ultra vires and
therefore null and void. This leaves a window of
opportunity, though admittedly narrow, for a future
government to challenge the agreement at the
International Court of Justice at the Hague. The
Agreement that may cede Assab to Eritrea cannot also
be binding if the House of representatives could muster
some courage and rise up to the occasiori‘and refuse to
ratify it and in the process win some credibility, from the

‘very people it purports to represent. Since the

Constitution nowhere grants the Executive the power to
change Ethiopia’s border, the House of the federation_
which has the authority to declare any agreement or bill
which is contrary to the Constitution as null and void can
nullify the agreement as being unconstitutional.-

Mr. Chairman Ladies and Gentlemen

Ceding ‘Assab to' Eritrea has very important global
implications. The Red Sea is a very important sea-lane-
through which 70% of world oil supply passes. It is also
one of the most velatile regions in the world. Eritrea
with about five million people cannot ensure the safety
and security of this important waterway. It will élso b‘e
difficult for Eritrea to ensure the neutrality of the port
and thus Africa may be dragged into the Middle Eastern
quagmire. In other words Assad may be a flash point for
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Arab Israeli conflict. It was reported just last.week in the
international media that iIsrael was desperately looking

for a port in the Red Sea to launch missiles from. Eritrea
which could not defend its territory even from the.

Ethiopian onslaught would be h'eipless to do anytﬁing if
israeli commandos suddenly landed in Assab one bright
morning, thus bringing about the ire of the Arab
countries.,

Nobody can deny that Eritrean struggle for Secession or
liberation, call it what you may, from the day of its
inception to its completion has enjoyed the support of
the Arabs, without whose support the secession could
very well have been a pipe dream. It is not farfetched to
think that the piper may someday feel that he has to be
paid, thus making the Port of Assab a target for Israeli
military action.

In addition since Eritrea has absolutely no use for the
Port of Assab, it may pass it over to enemies of Ethiopisa,
providing yet another opportunity for Assab to become
a flash point for conflict.

Conclusion |

My statements here should by no means be construed
as saber rattling or a call for war. On the country, we
Ethiopians’ want to live with our neighbors in peace and
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good - neighbarliness, particularly  with - Eritreans with

whom we have many inextricable relationships, which
could be developed for. mutual benefit and- growth,

Ethiopians and Eritreans. are one. people who should
never have ‘been separated. The Eretria’s politicians -as

‘well as those of Ethiopna, who'in my view could not see

beyond the tip of their noses elected for separatmn

‘Though we do not know the true sentiment of the

Eritreans people: we nonetheless: wish them peace and
prosperity wherever they are.. We cannot however,

allow ourselves to be landlocked and condemned to

perpetual poverty and approbation and leave ten
percent of our Afar brothers and sisters under Eritrean
rule, especially when they do not want to. Though peace

at any-price may be fraught with problems, peace at

almost any price is worth the- gamble. | therefore
challenge Eritreans to take the bold step of af‘facing

forever the dark clouds of war that have been hovering
over these two sisterly countries Real peacé Is not

brought about by formal signatures of dictators
executed behind the back of the people, but by

purboéeful open discussions. We the People can prevall
over our leaders to seize the moment and reach

equitable and fair agreement on this problem of
Ethiopia’s access to the sea and banish the possible
conflict that will inevitably engulf these two sisterly

ey
k]
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nations as long as Ethiopia’s’ sqvéreig_n’ territory is not
restored to its rightful owners - the Red Sea Afars, ninety
percent of whom are Ethiopians rfeslding in their own'
country while ten percent are forcibi# brought under
Eritrean jurisdiction. : - :

_ ‘Thank you Mr Chairman

» Presenmd at the International Conference on THE
" CHALLENGES -~ AND 'OPPORTUNITIES - OF
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